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TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 5533 

CONPIDENTIAL SANTIAGO 7414 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, CASC, Cl 

SUBJECT: AMERICAN RELIGIOUS AND MIRISTAS 

1. LOCAL AP CORRESPONDENT BILL NICHOLSON APPROACHED 
EMBOPP MORNING NOV 5 TO SEEK INPORMATION CONCERNING 
AMERICAN NUNS AND PRIESTS WHO, ACCORDING TO GOC STATEMENT 
OP NOV 4, ARE SOUGHT BY AUTHORITIES IN CONNECTION WITH 
SHELTERING OP TERRORIST FUGITIVES. 

2. EMBOFP SAID, PIRST, THAT TO HIS KNOWLEDGE NO AMERICANS 
HAD BEEN DETAINED; SECOND, THAT EMBASSY HAD OF COURSE 
NOTED GOC STATEMENT; AND THIRD, THAT IT WOULD BE 
INAPPROPRIATE FOR HIM TO COMMENT PURTHER. 

3. NICHOLSON SAID IN EPFECT "COME ON, WE KNOW YOU HAVE 
TWO NUNS." EMBOFP REFUSED TO COMMENT. 

4. NICHOLSON THEREUPON WENT TO CONSULATE (LOCATED IN 
ANOTHER PART OP CITY) ALC ASKED CONSUL BROWNELL POR 
INPORMATION ON HOME TOWNS OP TWO NUNS, SISTER HELEN BARBARA 
NELSON AND SISTER MARGARET LIPSIO. CITING PRIVACY ACT, 
BROWNELL REPUSED TO GIVE OUT INFORMATION. 
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5. NICHOLSON HAS ALREADY PILED STORY BASED ON GOC 
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STATEMENT, AND IS WORKING ON A FOLLOW UP. IN ADDITION 
TO US ANGLE, HE WAS INTERESTED IN EFFECT ON CHURCH-STATE 
RELATIONSHIPS AND ON COMMITTEE FOR PEACE. 

6. NICHOLSON THEREUPON CALLED PRESS ATTACHE IN ANIMATED 
MANNER TO MAKE FORMAL REQUEST FOR THE PROPER SPELLING, THE 
HOME TOWNS AND THE AGES OE THE AMERICANS INVOLVED. USIS 
OFFICER WAS ABLE TO GIVE HIM PROPER SPELLING OF NAMES 
AND SUGGESTED THAT NICHOLSON CHECK FURTHER WITH CHURCH 
AUTHORITIES. 

POPPER 
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